SEVEN WAYS TO BE TEST WISE

1.  Write on the test booklet.  There is no penalty for this.  The ACT is designed to take advantage of your inclinations, so it is best to write things down so you don’t forget what you are doing.  The ACT is full of partial answers, misleading answers, and distracting answers that are there to confuse you.  Focus on finding the correct or best answer.
2. Decide if you are going to bubble as you go or wait until you have finished a section.  Some people feel that skipping back and forth hurts their focus, and so they write all their answers in the book and only move them when they are finished.  Just make sure, if you choose to fill in the bubbles all at once, that you save time at the end of the test to do this.
3. NEVER EVER leave a bubble empty.  There is no penalty for wrong answers on the ACT.  If you leave it blank or get it wrong it is the same – no points for that question.  Also, the first question is worth the same amount as the last one – one point.  Some students do all the questions they can first, leaving the hard ones for later.  (Just remember to mark CLEARLY which questions you have skipped, and remember to skip them on your answer sheet).  When time is almost up, fill in the blank ones.  You have a 1 in 4 or 1 in 5 chance of getting that question right.
4. Use the process of elimination.  The ACT follows a set pattern for answers. One is usually WAY off…you can probably catch this if you look for it.  You now have one less answer choice.  See if you can do it again and eliminate another answer.  Now you have a 50% chance of picking the right choice.  This works especially well in the Math test.
5. Use all the time allotted.  If you have finished all the questions, go back and TRY to answer one that you didn’t have a clue about.  You just might get it right!
6. Eat the morning of the test.  Limit caffeine. Don’t drink 4 Mountain Dews on your way to the test center.  Not only will you be edgy, but you will have to go to the bathroom before the break!
7. Be prepared.  Think about what could go wrong the morning of the test.  Make sure you have gas in your car, know the directions to the test center, have proper identification (driver’s license) and your ACT admittance card.  Have your backpack ready to go.  Make sure your calculator is acceptable.
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